
 

 

Research 

 

Helen Burt, PhD - Associate Vice-President Research & Innovation, UBC  

Dr. Burt is the Associate Vice-President Research &amp; Innovation and has served in the Office of Vice 

President Research &amp; Innovation (formerly Research &amp; International) since 2011. She was born in 

Manchester, England and obtained her B. Pharm. (Hons) from the University of Bath and her Ph.D in 

Pharmaceutics from UBC. In her role as Angiotech Professor of Drug Delivery in UBC’s Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, Dr. Burt’s major research efforts are supported by grants from CIHR and NSERC and 

involve the development of polymer-based drug delivery systems, in particular micro- and nanoparticulates, 

for controlled and localized drug delivery. She has published over 150 peer-reviewed papers and 8 patents and 

has been the recipient of several teaching prizes and research awards, including the UBC Killam Teaching Prize 

and Killam Faculty Research Prize, NSERC Synergy Award for Innovation, CSPS Award of Leadership in Canadian 

Pharmaceutical Sciences and YWCA Woman of Distinction Award for Science, Research and Technology. She is 

a founding scientist in the Centre for Drug Research and Development (CDRD), a member of the Canadian 

Academy of Health Sciences and has served on the Board of Directors of the Provincial Health Services 

Authority. 

 

Tania Bubela, JD, PhD – Dean of Health Sciences, SFU 

Dr Bubela is Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at Simon Fraser University. Previously she 

was a Professor in the School of Public Health and Adjunct Professor in the Alberta School of Business at the 

University of Alberta, Canada. She holds a PhD in biology from the University of Sydney and a JD from the 

University of Alberta. She joined the faculty of the U Alberta in 2004 after clerking for The Honourable Louise 

Arbour at the Supreme Court of Canada, articling at Field Law LLP in Edmonton, and being called to the bar 

(Law Society of Alberta) in 2005.   Her research program in intellectual property and health law related to 

translational biomedical research brings together her legal training and a PhD in biology and expertise in 

genetics and molecular biology. Her research program focuses on large collaborative science networks in 

genomics, gene therapy, and stem cell biology, addressing barriers to the effective translation of new 

technologies. These are varied and include ethical issues, effective communication of risks and benefits among 

stakeholder groups, commercialization and regulation. She provides advice for Government Health and 

Science agencies as well as life sciences research communities, and patient organisations. Her research is 

funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the Canadian Stem Cell Network, Genome Canada, and 

Alberta Innovates, among others. She co-leads the PACEOMICS program on the development of cost-effective 

personalized medicine and the Alberta Ocular Gene Therapy Team, which is developing novel gene therapies 

and conducting a phase I clinical trial of the NighstaRx AAV2-REP1 product for choroideremia. She has over a 

hundred publications in law, ethics and science policy journals including Nature, Nature Biotechnology, Cell 

Stem Cell, PLoS Biology, Trends in Biotechnology, American Journal of Bioethics and Science Translational 

Medicine. 

 

 

 



 

 

Development 

 

Véronique Lecault, PhD – Co-founder, AbCellera 

Dr. Lecault is Co-Founder and Director of AbCellera, a Vancouver-based biotechnology company focused on 

the discovery of therapeutic antibodies from natural immune repertoires. Since its inception in 2012, the UBC 

spin-off has grown from 5 to 75 employees, and was recently awarded the Life Sciences BC Growth Company 

of the Year. After simultaneously completing a B.Sc. in Biochemistry/Biotechnology and a B.A.Sc. in Chemical 

Engineering at the University of Ottawa, Véronique obtained her PhD in Chemical and Biological Engineering 

from UBC. For her thesis, she developed a microfluidic system to study thousands of single mammalian cells at 

once, a technology that is now part of AbCellera’s core discovery platform. Recognized as one of BC&#39;s 

most influential women in STEM, her work lies at the nexus of technology, business, and immunology. In her 

free time, she enjoys windsurfing, weightlifting, yoga, and reading.  

 

Eric Escobar, PhD – Principal Scientist, Zymeworks 

Dr. Escobar works as a principal scientist for Zymeworks, a Vancouver based biotechnology company that 

develops protein therapeutics for the treatment of cancer as well as for autoimmune and inflammatory 

diseases. His work helps to create biotherapeutic treatments for cancer, namely antibody-drug conjugates. He 

began working for Zymeworks in 2010 as a research associate, and has advanced to the position of principal 

scientist since then. Before starting a career in industry, Dr. Escobar completed a PhD in Chemistry at the 

University of British Columbia. He obtained his BSc. in Chemistry from the Trent University.  He is an expert in 

protein chemistry and engineering, biology, and biophysics. 

 

Policy 

 

Larry Lynd, PhD – Director, Collaboration for Outcomes Research and Evaluation, UBC 

Dr. Larry Lynd received his BSP in 1986 from the University of Saskatchewan and his PhD in the Department of 

Health Care and Epidemiology at UBC in 2002. He then completed a two-year post-doctoral fellowship in 

health economics with Dr. Bernie O'Brien at McMaster University. Currently, Dr. Lynd is a professor and 

director of the Collaboration for Outcomes Research and Evaluation (CORE) at the UBC Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, scientist at the Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and Evaluation, scientist at the 

Centre for Health Evaluation and Outcomes Sciences, scholar at the Peter Wall Institute of Advanced Studies, 

and associate of the UBC School of Population and Public Health. Dr. Lynd has made significant contributions 

serving on a number of committees, including chair of the Health Canada Special Advisory Committee on Non-

Prescription Drugs, Special Advisory Committee to the Respiratory and Allergy Therapies Division of Health 

Canada, BC Ministry of Health Services Expensive Drugs for Rare Diseases Committee, and the BC PharmaNet 

Data Stewardship Committee. 


